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 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that Congress has approved $1 million in fiscal year 2006 funding for structural and aesthetic improvements to Rockwell Road to the summit of Mount Greylock, and also aesthetic improvements to both major entrances to the Mount Greylock State Reservation.

  The funding is included in the fiscal year (FY) 2006 Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Judiciary and District of Columbia (DC) Appropriations conference report approved by the House and Senate on Friday, Nov. 18, 2005.

  Olver is the Ranking Member (most senior Democrat) of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury, HUD, the Judiciary and DC and worked to secure the funding.  The conference report now goes to the president's desk to be signed into law.

  This set of projects entails the stabilization of Rockwell Road and vista pull-off areas in several spots, including the Fitch vista pull-off, the Adams Overlook vista pull-off and the Sperry Road culvert.  The type of work that will be done involves the rebuilding of retaining walls, replacing or adding guardrails and improving pavement condition.  Stone features, consistent with the natural and historic surroundings, are part of the plan for these improvements.

  Another part of the Greylock roadways improvement effort funded by this block of federal funds is to construct rusticated gateways at both the Rockwell Road and Notch Road gateways to the State Reservation.  Also included is the visual screening of a storage facility at the Rockwell Road entrance and the adding of reflective stripping on road surfaces and parking lots to increase driving safety.

  "With a quarter of a million visitors to Mount Greylock Reservation each year, the roads get a lot of wear," said Olver.  "Everyone loves the experience of making the trip over the mountain, but we need to make the drive safe.  These improvements should help."

  ###

  For more information, contact Robert Mellace, Regional Director, Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation, at 413-442-8928, ext. 15.               
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